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Intellectual Property – Annual Report to the Governing Body the year 2018. 

Intellectual Property (IP) at IT Sligo is managed by the Innovation Team led by Niall McEvoy, Head of 
Innovation.  The management of our IP assets is based upon the following process which starts with  
training our research staff to understand the fundamentals of IP protection, getting them to declare 
any inventions or new ideas, products and services and having them assessing by our legal advisors 
for protection.  When an invention disclosure is deemed to warrant protection we proceed to file 
patents in the name of the institute and the inventors.  The next stage in the process is to 
commercialise the technology, ideally working with an industry partner to take the invention into 
the market place.   

IT Sligo is part of a Technology Transfer Consortium, called Ignite West under the aegis of Knowledge 
Transfer Ireland (KTI) which in our case is led by the Technology Transfer Office of NUIG and we 
share their resources and expertise with GMIT and LYIT.  The policy governing Intellectual Policy at IT 
Sligo is our IP Policy which is originally dated 2008 and is currently updated to 2019 to bring our 
policy in line with the changes in the IP landscape – especially conflict of interest. 

IT Sligo’s current IP Policy is updated to an IP Policy (2019) and is amended with the major changes 
and is currently published on the IT Sligo website – in line with best practice.  A completely new IP 
Policy based upon the new National IP Protocol devised by KTI is in the works and will be ready for 
presentation to the Executive Committee and Governing Body in the autumn. 

The major development in 2018 was the establishment and filling of the post of Vice President of 
Research, Innovation & Engagement.  This post was filled by Dr Chris O’Malley and he represents 
the interest of the Innovation Team (Along with Research & Engagement) at the Executive 
Committee.  

The major knowledge transfer achievement in 2018 was the successful commercialisation by way of 
open competition of the A31S Technology to a local company Nektr Technologies in early 2018.  The 
A31S technology was licenced to two other companies since 2008 but not fully exploited. Netkr 
Technologies are now heavily investing in our technology and currently employ 12 high skilled jobs – 
based solely on our technology.  IT Sligo is an 11% shareholder in Nektr Technologies. Another 
milestone in 2018 was the successful completion by IT Sligo of the national KTI Survey for 2018 
which has implications for our research funding. 

Our reported KTI statistics for 2018 are as follows: 

Invention Disclosures   4 

Patent applications   1 

Patents Granted  1 

Licences Granted  3 

Spin outs   3 

These statistics are the best IoT metrics in our Knowledge Transfer Consortium, Ignite West and 
represent an above average performance for an IoT nationally. 

For the year 2019 our primary focus is a revised and reconstituted IP Committee which is now in 
place and developing our new IP Policy and associated commercialisation strategies. 
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