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Invasive alien species (IAS)
Drivers of this project…

• One of the greatest threats to global biodiversity

• Negative ecological, environmental  and health/social impacts



One of biggest threats to biodiversity globally

Ecological impacts

Drivers of this project…



Infrastructure

Damage to buildings, roads, reservoirs

- zebra mussels

- japanese knotweed

Agriculture

Up to 17% of production lost because of invasive 

species

Cause damage worth billions of Euros to the 

European economy every year.

Economic impacts

Drivers of this project…



Health

- giant hogweed – skin irritation

Increase risk of flooding

- Signal crayfish undermining riverbanks

- Aquatic plants choking waterways

Decline in particular species or habitats

-red squirrel

Health and social impacts

Drivers of this project…



Prevention

• Most likely measure to be successful

• Least costly option

• Requires cooperation of a wide range of stakeholders

Control

• Containment of established species

• Damage-limitation measure

• Risk of accidental release/spread

Eradication

• Unlikely to be possible with an established species

• Very costly and complicated

Prevention is the primary message

Education and Awareness are critical to prevention

Drivers of this project…



• Practitioners wanted more info on IAS

• Academics wanted to understand what 

was stopping good biosecurity practice at 

ground level

• Opportunity to collaborate with other 

scientists met at workshops, conferences 

–

o 3 PhD Students, 1 international 

specialist

• Availability of Grassroots Scheme

Drivers of this work…



Invited expressions of interest.

• Poster emailed out

• 16 places available 

• Expressions of interest invited

• 42 expressions of interest 

received

• 36 participants

The recruitment process…



Public Organisations
• Office of Public Works

• County Councils

• Heritage Officers

• National Parks and Wildlife 
Service

• Waters and Communities Office

• Teagasc

• Coillte

• Leave No Trace

Target Audience……..



Community/ recreational Organisations

• Angling Association

• Adventure Sports

• Canoeing Ireland

• Tidy Towns

• Community Gardens

• Pollinator Conservation Group 

Target Audience……..



Private Organisations

• Organic Farmers

• Engineering Consultants

• Environmental Consultants

• Archaeologists

• Environmental Science 
Students

• Tourism Students

• Environmental Educators

Target Audience……..



Practical Biosecurity Grassroots Workshop

Part 1 : Delivering knowledge Presentations and training



Practical Biosecurity Grassroots Workshop

Part 2 : Eliciting knowledge



Outputs: 
Benefits to participants • Improved skillset in the 

workplace

• Contacts created – networking

• Opportunity to contribute 

positively

o Amongst peers

o Informing best practice

• Certification



Outputs: 
Benefits to facilitators

• Pilot to inform future training events

• Contacts created – high demand for 

further workshops

• Feedback gathered – inform future work

• Data gathered – possible publication

• Irl/UK Biosecurity Network established



The Irl/UK biosecurity network



Stay in touch with us…

“Invasive Aliens” 

Any questions?

Thanks for listening


