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Conserving Wonder

• “No one will protect what 

they don’t care about, and 

no one will care about 

what they have never 

experienced.” 

David Attenborough
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Connection and Empowerment

• We prematurely ask children to deal with 

problems beyond their understanding and 

control, teaching them too abstractly, too 

early. [David Sobel, Beyond Ecophobia, 1996]

• If we want children to flourish, we need to 

give them time to connect with nature and 

love the Earth before we ask them to save it.
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Place-based and Vernacular Learning

• Embracing 
messiness

• Everyday 
encounters

• Connecting with 
locality

• Intrinsic value to 
the natural world

• Common Worlds



@SESEMarinoIE

Inquiry…

……is understood as the ways in which curious 
learners actively and seriously engage with 
the social and physical environment in an 
effort to make sense of the world, and the 
consequent reflection on the connections 
between the experiences encountered and 
the information gathered, leading to 
thoughtful action. Such engagement is 
rigorous but also captures the elements of 
excitement and wonderment as articulated in 
the questions of the learners which are 
addressed through hands-on investigation 
leading to sometimes tentative answers.

[Short, K., 2009; Murdoch, K., 2015; Pedaste, M et 
al., 2015]
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What do you imagine 

these might be?
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Attention to Place

“Seeing” 

differently…
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A cycle of inquiry
[adapted from Murdoch (2015), Roberts 

and Geographical Association (2003) and 

Short (2009)]

Inquiry

Tuning In/Connection

Relating to everyday life, 
past experiences, current 

knowledge and 
understanding

Invitation/Creating a 
need to know

Generating ideas, 
speculating, planning, 

hypothesising

Finding 
Out/Investigation

Gathering evidence, 
sorting data

Sorting Out/Making Sense

Analysing, interpreting, 
describing, comparing, 
reaching conclusions

Reflection/Valuation

Evaluating learning, 
identifying new possibilities, 

seeking improvement

Taking Action

Reaching a wider audience, 
changing own and others’ 
ideas, attitudes, behaviour
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Tuning In: Taking a Walk

Ailbhe Nolan and Sandra Austin, In Touch magazine, May 2021 
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Inviting: Marino Wonder Wall
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Investigating: Streetwork
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Making Sense
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Reflecting
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Transformation:

inquiry leading to thoughtful action 
“I have already 

made a personal 

commitment to 

get the children 

outdoors much 

more regularly.”

Photograph: A. Nolan
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ChallengingModelling

Social 

Solidarity

Questioning

Participation

Den-building while building a community of inquiry
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Hopeful Futures
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