Inquiry-based learning in the local
environment: curiosity, connection
and action for sustainability.
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Our Visionis to be a distinctive
voice in enabling a just,
sustainable and transformative
education for all.

To read more about our vision go to page 20.




Conserving Wonder




Connection and Empowerment

 We prematurely ask children to deal with
problems beyond their understanding and
control, teaching them too abstractly, too
early. [David Sobel, Beyond Ecophobia, 1996]

* |f we want children to flourish, we need to
give them time to connect with nature and
love the Earth before we ask them to save it.
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Place-based and Vernacular Learning

* Embracing
messiness

* Everyday
encounters

* Connecting with
locality

 Intrinsic value to
the natural world

e Common Worlds
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Inquiry...

...... is understood as the ways in which curious
learners actively and seriously engage with
the social and physical environment in an
effort to make sense of the world, and the
consequent reflection on the connections
between the experiences encountered and
the information gathered, leading to
thoughtful action. Such engagement is
rigorous but also captures the elements of
excitement and wonderment as articulated in
the questions of the learners which are
addressed through hands-on investigation
leading to sometimes tentative answers.

[Short, K., 2009; Murdoch, K., 2015; Pedaste, M et
al., 2015]
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Welcome to the
Imaginarium...

What do you imagine
these might be?




Attention to Place

“Seeing”




Tuning In/Connection

Relating to everyday life,
past experiences, current
knowledge and

_ _ understanding
Taking Action

Invitation/Creating a

Reaching a wider audience,
need to know

changing own and others’

ideas, attitudes, behaviour Generating ideas,

speculating, planning,
hypothesising

Reflection/Valuation

Finding
Out/Investigation

Evaluating learning,
identifying new possibilities,

seeking improvement Gathering evidence,

sorting data

\ Sorting Out/Making Sense

Analysing, interpreting,

describing, comparing,
reaching conclusions

A cycle of inquiry
[adapted from Murdoch (2015), Roberts

and Geographical Association (2003) and
Short (2009)]
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Tuning In: Taking a Walk

~Ailbhe-Nolan a
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Inviting: Marino Wonder Wall

@ SESE - yr

PME?1 Our questions about Marino

Made with curiosity

What is the most common
age group that lives in the
area?

Question 3 Question 1

Who uses this place? Who lives
here?

Question 4 What is the big green used

! for? Who maintains it?

Where is the boundary of marino? What are the traffic patterns for
Marino? What is the traffic like in

Marino?

Does the time of day relate
to the age of the people out
and about?

How many people live in
the area?

Why aren't there more
benches?

Are there many young
families walking around the
area at mid-day on a school
day?

What is the population of
Marino?

b Would the traffic be heavier
if it was raining?

Is the traffic system the
best it can be?

Are there many cyclists in
the area?

Could the weekend be just
as busy traffic-wise, or is it

Why is Griffith Ave such a just exceptionally busy due

Why were there more cars d How many pedestrians Does it get busier/quieter
thax other forms of DUy hoadY Bt Stdent poptiation? passed u: :n the streets? during c?ifferent tin?es of the
transport? ‘ day?

Why were _there S0 many Is there more trafflc going Where were all the motor
Was there a difference MALE Gy s \ WRPOERROM I CRY, cone: bikes? Why were there so many
between the traffic from cars on such a small road?
each group? What bus goes through Length of traffic lights?

Why was the lane system
built?

Marino?

Time? Traffic congestion?

Extend time? Is the traffic in the area
X | 3

How do the residents on affected by the shops? Is

Grace Park Terrace feel If you did the Traffic

‘R ' ) that why it is very heavy?
i Survey for 10 min in the Why is the area so busy?  ° HAR 08 aveiopment baen
about all the cars ta'_“ng ¥ ; y y beneficial to the area?
short cuts down their road? evening, would it be ¥ Why was that section
different? Why are all the deliveries at zoned?

When were the different

i ?
thiesame tinie: housing estates built?

Who built the houses?
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Streetwork
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Making Sense
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Reflecting

Reflection

Reflection
Stems
« | »

Thiswas a
good learning
experience
because...

One thing I
didn’t expect

Doing this
work made
me wonder
about...

Having carried out
this investigation,
Irealise that...

P
Sflpisciaver

Science Foundation Ireland

I needed to
understand
this because...

Ineedto
practice
this to...

8
Sﬁ Discaver

Science Foundation Ireland

If I want to get
better at this,
I have to...

Having
done this
work, it will

help me...

I think my
results were
really good
because...

I want to find out
why... happened so
thatIcan...

To improve my
understanding
of this, I will...

The
importance
of knowing

thisis...




Transformation:
inquiry Ieadmg to thoughtful actlon

“I have already
made a personal
commitment to
get the children
outdoors much
more reqgularly.”

Photograph: A 'Nollan
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Social
Solidarity




- Teaching matters

A reservoir of ideas

Using inquiry based learning to deepen pupils’ learning

Inguiry based ke

the leaming expenance.

Alan's story
N Januany 3000, 35 part of my MES
remarch, | began planning an nquiry
n the schools local envronmant at
would aaplore the Impact of IEL on the
rotwation andengagament of ung
aarmers | was Inspirad by an arsck
by Athony Ealow Glles
and hatoey i the locad ores, whara ha
ducused UEng DG QROgIEEtY 2.3
lans for leeming about tha widar world
Eiow quas Tt Wi To qeogragty
curmiculum Gk for 3n undarstanding
of faraway plac, ceap and meaningfl
connections & only be Made through
local

Whiks [EL & ofan childdad anc rootac

N pupis’ natural cunosty and thelr

=arning (IBL) Is a dynamic
and emergent process that bulids on Din\s
natural curiosity about the world In which
they II.@. As Its name suggests, |BL places
pupils'questions and ideas, rather than
solely those of the teacher, at the centre of
Pupils’questions
drive the learning process forward. At its
best, Inquiry sees chilldren playing, buliding,
researching, and designing Irvestigations
that test thelr current understandings.

CoNraclons 10 the woric. Tk ot
nagate tha naed for 3 cear olan and
oofectves. Having I0antihad water =

3 antral thama, | had 10 dedde on the
main focus of the NguIry. Esmaly. Te
big e was ‘watar plavs 3 cudal 1ok in
the loGl anvisonment’ ™he graat thing
about BL IsThat it is trans- dsoipiinary

1 natura, Slowing e Tefreedom™ 3
ciom toraally dawote 3 Qooc amount of
1M to 3n N-depm Study. confcent that
wa would bo maating many curmiculum

oopactven.
Tha first port of Gl In owr NQUINY W
3 visit to 3 oGl angling Cul 3t Achiown
L3ka nasarver, 13 1ormar watar pply
for Wicklow Town. The nesarvo & off

nu—m;’ gem fr ocahang

Alan Baedford tells his
outside with his class and seriously
engaqing with the local environment. This
Inquiry Is particularly timely and relevant,

as during the COMD pandemic many of us
gained a deeper appreciation for the beauty
that = on our doorsteps. The chilldren at

the centre of the story, through the iInquiry
process, gain the confidence and sense of
empowerment to take greater ownership of
their leaming

5 story of venturing

ViR was planned 25 the Cavet for the
childsans Inquiry, tham he
freadom 10 £nc an area of study they
Wore CUriows sbout.

During tha vl the chilcron were
gubced sround the rasareoit It was
amanng 1o wae the chilcroms natural
CLroty 35 We pumeved around e
a2 | was realy sbie 10 stap back anc
Ovar= e laarming that was

place wiroUt Mme SYing

Criidran snyovac haaring about diferant
GO NREtTas 3t the eEssvor. and
@zmining bucke of watar takan from
the resarvoir for dffarent watar bugs. One
of e hidran Nad partioutar enowiadge
of the Testun and was bk to dEobe
thar in deeil.

Back i clans, we then dscusad kay

ares of Miaesst w0 that Mey could Droak

o resaarth groupe. The dass decdad

..pm Tefolowng nes of NQuIry
The resarvor was homa to 3 famouws
local Otympian, Patar OTonnor, whosa
father was tha g

+ How tha machanics of the ressrvor
functionad

« The Dlodversty of the nesarvor - water
and plant e

« Tracking the sream from Me
VO T 50 @ 568 (Parts are niaden
undergraund,

« Ecofmendy niEathes such 35 5 solar
P Bang It ety

untouchad wooded

« The human
WnMﬂ aong Mo

@y Marh, with TOVIC closurnes
DOMING, wa SMiarked on 2 sacond
*oid-T1p 0 track the coursa of 114
sTaam for ourinquiry This prowed to be
0t (25T WNoIE- (I aICLrROn DOCad
of the dosures, and had thisbean 2

[EL J00wad tha ChidTeN 10 1362
ownerinip of thar own ©aming
Intorviows with parents and Chbaren
highlightag how this kind of kaming
w35 morg ool Gboratve, meaningiul and
1ad 10 2 3eepar lewal of angagement and
urdarsandng One chiks shared with
ma, T was iIntaresting, Decauno It was
moes fun than just by & stream.
Wa actuaity got to work hare " This chid
had written pages sbout the cifaront
Crestutes e hac foung In the sTearm,
S0Ma of The hast work ha had avar dona.
In 2 piure st By Rk pIST you (3N %8
him dacpiy engaged N N work Smiar
to Barlow’s stucdy, | think that part of tha
ogson why the chidran wens 50 engaged
In Mk inquiny was that we wars
thar own 0 ad Thay know the araa
wall. Moy Ive In the loGity and w0 have
daepar connections to & than somawhen
faramay. Cumicular Stands suth o
CTMTONMANtI JWIENSS 3nd Carg, INvng
things or continuity and thange wara
SAEsd naturly bacauss e children
had 3 Co%a sans of mrnaction weth
thar ipGl anvironment. It was fantashic
0 bé b 1o paricpate In thal joumay,
facirad oy Ranciogy. IMougT we

;-mummqap
frorm intand Faberies Tt
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1 stu! engages I his owa stveam Igary.

WOoNdar, Compha s anc constantly
voMng natura, fTom witin the confnes
of an ndoor cswoom What IEL has
shown me s Mat arcbing the chikcren
%0 staer ol oWN Cours and

oUTECE 30 aNGIZ0 W 1N wrks we
a0 teeching aDout, Taates 3 mom

ROPaL.
ecucatonal sxpenancs for 3l

ACViCa | WOUd G tD taachars
Tinking of ambarking on an outdoor
Inguiry: just do It The benafts are
@NOrmous anc Clngoam fsues such
& behaviour or SMculty maintaining
focs am to oly dsipate You
dor't nead losds of graen $pece of e
0 watsr As Zanobia Barow =ys "You
Gort nead to ba it Tewiid to s e
ATVIRCIMEN ¢ leaming. Lifo s snupting
vanrwhena Woeds grow out of Tadks In
e mment”
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Hopeful Futures
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